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KRISTA TIPPETT, HOST. I'm Krista Tippett. The Reverend Richard Cizikise president in Washington for the National Agstian of
Evangelicals, an umbrellagroup for 25 percentiméfican voters. Cizk has worked to expand the meng's focus to address dimate
change and torture as moral issues aongsideaarid gay marriage. Some conservative Evangelaastly tried — and failed —
to have himsilenced. This hour, hear the priarjitsssion, and forthrightness that have madeRi€iak a symbol of what many
now call "the evolution of American Evangelicalism.

Rev. RiIcHARD Cizik: The gospel has priority over our politics, andiraes, that means that to be biblically consistemt have to be
politically inconsistent. And you can't sinply be@a wholly owned subsidiary ofthe GOP.You @m'that and be faithful.

Ms. TIPPETT. This is Speaking of Faith. Stay with us. I'm KaiStippett.

[Announcamenty

Ms. TipPeTT. Richard Cizk is Evangelical Christianity's keyadate before Congress,the White House, and ie®e Court. In
March ofthis year, consewvative Chiistian leadiersianded that he be silenced or removed from kis giverging that his concems for
poverty, dimate change, and torture have shittsht#on away from moral issues like gay marriageeabortion. But for Cizik, war
and the environment are moral issues too, ancobitigns have been broadly afirmed by other E Vierg éeadership.

This hour,we revisit my wide-ranging conversatiath him that stunned our listeners in 2006, esligahose who thought they had
Evangelical Chiistianity figured out. From Ameridnblic Media, this i§peaking of Faith, public radio's conversation about religion,
meaning, ethics, and ideas. Today, "The Evolutigkmerican Evangelicalism.”

Evangelical Chiistians are not anew factor in Acaerlife, but for most ofthe last century, thepkthemselves at adistance from
electoral politics and public policy. The Natiodasociation of Evangelicals, the NAE, was firsinfied in 1942 to provide an umbrella
group for an Evangelical political and social voi€eday it represents 54 denominations, 45 000regagjons, and a quarter of
American voters. The current proactive politicEotngelical Christianity also reflects a new thggloand this has been awork in
progress for al of Richard Cizk's 27 years witle NAE .

Rev. Cizik : From disengagement to engagement by the religigius what some people call "ready, fire then '@ma more concerted
kind of new internationalismfull cdrde now to angagement on all the issues in such a fashior ftfaat a professor at UC Berkeley
say to me, 'Doyou realize that what you're daingroadening the agenda for the Evangelical moveiswau're retracing 100 years of
American religious political history?'

Ms. TipPeTT. Richard Cizk finds his spiritual forebears inationary evangelicals ofthe 17th and 18th céegu+— from early
American Presbyterian ministers who broke withBhiésh crown to Christian like William Wilberforogho led the anti-slavery
movement.

Cizk is an ordained P reshyterian minister anchiaéd political scientist. He first came to Washomgn the era ofthe Moral Majority.
During the 11 years in which he has been the N &eitef representative in Washington, an Evange@tbaistian — George W. Bush —
has twice been elected president. For most ofithe Richard Cizk was principally an insider,eénind-the-scenes operator. When we
spoke lastyear forexample, hewas far less fath@mshis more conservative colleague, then pmasodéhe NAE Ted Haggard, who
resigned after a sexual scandal last November.

Richard Cizk himselfhas now become a lightnindy, lmut he tells me that the painful events of recanths have prompted a
constructive and necessary conversation anong Eliealy. A broad sodal and political agenda reex@mhimthe only way to fuliil
the Christian calling, as he putsit, "to careiomanity and the earth."

Rev. Cizik : | still happen to believe, for example, in theediske of denpcracy, human rights, religious freedtnah.l also agree with
St. Frands as a biblical Christian that every sgirech on Earth belongs to Him, to Christ. Andistike the evangelicals ofthe '40s
and '50s, | aways believe that it's a false chpieaching the gospel or doing compassionate nynisiiat's a false choice. lt's not one
or the other. We have to both be a gospel wittbegssye also have to be salt and light in societyd &at's not altogether universally
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shared. There are colummists today, one of whoettdy, for example,to my advocacy on climate caaagsay, 'There's nowherein
the scripture, in the gospel, does it say thatamewill, or should influence this Earth priorb@tretum ofthe one to whomwe owe
absolute allegiance, Jesus.' He said, 'There'sgaththe scriptures that says we'll ever chahgeworld! | said, 'Well, that's pre-1940s
fundamentalism. It's not evangelicalism.'

Ms. TIPPETT. You have become quite a spokesman for Evang@luddtian concem about the envionment. And, yaonk | wonder
ifthat's something that sumprises you. Is thatethimg that's on your agenda, that's on the Eviaad)€hristian agenda that you would
not have imagined there 25 years ago or even...

Rev. Cizik: | would have never imagined it. | just would htwsay I had a conversion.
Ms. TipPeTT. Well, tell me about that.

Rev. Cizik : Notjust to Christ,you see, many, many years Bgbin 2002, |had a conversion to the scdenatiafate change, and, as
a consequence, I've become not just a spokespxisome sort for addressing climate change, bappén to be articulating a re-
engagement with sdence because our evangeliedhtioers rejected sdence. They did so by theirest at the Scopes Monkey Tiidl,
saying, 'No, no, no,we stand for Christianity, @edlution. And thus they retreated en masse &ogaging on acritical front that, in
this time and year, 2006, we simply can't do anymamd we can't simply say anynore, 'Well, religama science are inevitably pitted
against one another, and we opt for religion odense. And yetthat's exactly what's occurred olimate change. The third rail of
politics is said to be Social Security, 'you toitgiou die.' P resident Bush has sort of discovétratiagain. But in the relationship
between religion and science, climate changeidobagwarming, ifyou will— is the third rail, ‘yotouch it, you die.' Well, I've
touched it.

Ms. TiPPETT. And you'reliving to tell it.
Rev. Cizik: I'mliving to tell the truth.
Ms. TipPeTT. Well, all right. | want to talk about...

Rev. Cizik: And Ibelieve that literally,to tell the trutheBause, you see,we have to be very careful whemaerstand moral
principles, that we apply themin clear and reaslenmays. And what has been occurring in our monénhéhink, frankly, is that we
have looked at some ofthe moral prindples thghbto guide us but not others. So we look at #netity of human life and the
protection ofthe traditiona family, but we virtiydgnore and have, caring for God's creation,iand that a moral principle? And so
good conscience requires agood grasp and a gptdation of moral truth.

Ms. TiPPETT. Well, tell me about your conversion experienc20f2.What happened to make you think diflereritlyus this and think
ofit alongside other moral principles like thed#y of human life?

Rev. Cizik: Firstofall, | met great men ofsdence who, BieJohn Houghton, knighted by the queen, the bk
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, who damard and said to me, "You can believein tHersm and be a faithful biblical
Chiistian, and | am,"he said. And so in ahuntdgwot arrogantly, admitting the questions thihiestist, John Houghton and many
others, forthree days, walked some ofus that there in Oxford, England, through all the scieticmugh our biblical teaching and
responsibility, and al | can say is,in a John Miekind of fashion, my heart was warmed. My hegant, know, was changed, and |
realized | could no longer sit on the sidelinesc@se, you see, for years, | had said, Well, nieesays this, the other side says that.
There's no reason to getinvolved in this fightdAa lot has changed, it's true, in thelast 1@sy@he science has become so
compelling that it's hard for me to believe that Brangelical Christian is willing to say, muchdesleader, as some have done, that
thereis no consensus on the cause, the sevenittyesolutions on the subject. 1just can't belitey're willing to do that.

I think that there are Evangelical Christian leadhno are taking a position on climate change thglasaying, 'Well, it doesn't matter.
Wedon't care, not unlike our fathers who tooksitin on civil rights that said, 't doesn't neaittl don't care.! And they discredited the
gospel and themselves, and they had to apologizkl Aare say it won't be long before some of themBelical leaders who have said,
‘Don't matter,don't care,' that they'll have tolagize.

Ms. TiPPETT. National Association of Evangelicals Vice Presidichard Cizik. I'm Krista Tippett and this$eaking of Faith from
American Public Media. Today, "The Evolution of Amean Evangelicalism."

My guest, Richard Cizik, has said that when we tlidon't think God is going to ask us how He cedahe Earth, but He will ask us
what we did with what He created.” In 2006, sevpraiminent conservative Evangelicals, indudingelbobson and Chares Colson,
stopped the NAE from adopting an official policy dimate change, arguing that global warming isanobnsensus issue, like abortion,
for Evangelical Chiistians. But since then, moanthOO prominent Evangelical leaders, indudingaiesidents of 39 Christian
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colleges, have signed an Evangelical Climate tivéacalling for action on global warming. And tiiast January, Richard Cizik helped
coordinate an unpublicized retreat between Evaggland leading sdentists such as EO. Wilsoay i§sued ajoint urgent call to
action to political, scentific, and religious leaslto combat the devastation ofthe natural wérklen | spokewith Richard Cizk last
year, | asked ifhewas experiencing an open ceatien on dimate change and other kinds ofissues the larger Evangelica
world.

Rev. Cizik : Everywhere 1go.And I'maround the country atatn visiting, for example, eastern Washingtonesfar a niece's
wedding and confronting the pastor at a small towaastern Washington and saying, ' Well, you'feuaah ofthe NAE, what do you
say? You read my newsletter,don't you?' He sadlysaid, 'Well, am| ofithe mark? Am| simplyliiag offthe left-hand face ofthe
Earth, as some senators on Capitol Hill have gad? simply walking to my own tune here or are yath me?' And around the
country, Evangelica leaders and lay people andymeople have said, 'No, keep it up. You're lgittire right notes

Ms. TiPPETT. Now, you find yourselfin very broad company ikibg these views. You know, you find yourself, libee, speaking
with and working with groups which — from a varietjreligious perspectives and aso secular huighbtsmperspedives and scientific
perspectives. Is that, in itself, a new experidmicthe Evangelical movement?

Rev. Cizik: Oh, for sure,becausewe're not ecumenists, amelmoe the ones, you see,who have historicadlgtred out across faith
lines to collaborate with Jews or Muslims on amghimuch less mainline P rotestants.

Ms. TIPPETT. And | mean, on the environment, you're also inethie some sense, with Buddhists and pagans.,Right

Rev. Cizik: Oh, on the envionment,well, Imin— oh, Imdmmpany with those who, you see, have never caesidevangelicals
their friends.

Ms. TIiPPETT. Part ofthe group, right.

Rev. Cizik : We're those reactionary folks who are itchingafdight. ft's wrong to fight against environmersigii Our battle isn't with
them. When weve got ourown feet on the grouncaogle understand that we're operating out dflechi perspective to love God
and His creation and to serve Him, when its urideds and it will be because this is catching ah, #aen we can collaborate at some
point with those pagans who are so likened to éeitivionmentalists that are taking the road afleesm and all the rest. Now, look
it. This is abit ofnonsense. They get stereotyped et stereotyped. And forsomeonewho is pathox all the time, | think we ought
tobe alittle more careful about this.

Ms. TIPPETT. So | think it's very interesting that you sayiitigportant for Evangelicals to daimtheir groutastate theirground, to be
taken seriously, for others to know where theydmaig from and why they're doing this. But thantha that point, collaboration is not
only possible...

Rev. Cizik: Sure.
Ms. TIPPETT. ...but possibly even part ofthe requirement of tah ce that you've taken.

Rev. Cizik: Sure. Ofcourse. Absolutely. And so in passingekanple, 10 years ago, the Intemational Relggieteedom Act that put
religious freedom at the centerof American forgighicy, protecting the persecuted overseas, weabanlated with Tibetan Buddhists,
with feminists to pass atraficking bill, with the&CLU to pass aprison rapebill, to pass the geedis PEPFAR, the president's

emergency plan for AIDS relief, to collaborate vgthys and leshians to do that to savelives, traiyst's not heresy to collaborate
with environmentalists. A lot of environmentalisi®e biblical Christians.

Ms. TIPPETT. | thoughtitwas also interesting that you begidikirig about your change of heart and mind orsthligect in talking about
sdencebecause, as you well know, a lot of pephes country now think of Evangelicals as aaieace and, specifically, they're
thinking about this subject of evolution. Now, iy mork of conversation, you know, you talked absmimeone, asdentist on climate
changewho said to you that he believes in theseiand is aso a faithful Christian. And | knogodahat there are scientists who
believein the theory of evolution and find thab®compatible with Christian doctrine and theologyu know, how do you respond to
this ideathat Evangelical Christians are antirsle® Becausethe idea is out there that bluntly.

Rev. Cizik: | respond by saying we are, first and foremogeagple ofthe book, and the first fourwords oftthek are: "In the
beginning, God..." And thus I say, look,we believ&od, God created. That's what we believe. Natfals agree on how He did it
becausethere aretheistic evolutionists.

Ms. TIiPPETT. Yes, there are.
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Rev. Cizik: There are Evangelicals who have been evolutiomishet sense, not that they dispute that Goétdildl but they don't
adhereto a six-day creation. For example, orfeeoifrien that motivated Evangelicals into politichimeary '70s,the late Francis
Scheeffer, who wrote abook on the environmentef@mple, he didn't believe in asix-day creatoml yet, today there are those who
would make thatthe litmus test for evangelicaligvell, that's not the litmus test. Let's not thiout science in the pursuit ofbiblical
orthodoxy.And I'man orthodox Christian. I'm askgheople, Well, which is it?"' And | say, "Youctie that.'

Ms. TIPPETT. So this, for you, is not, as you say, it's notrals test forthe National Assodation of Evancgds.
Rev. Cizik: Neverhas been.

Ms. TiPPETT. OK.

Rev. Cizik : And to those who wantto engage on all thesesss$isay take alesson from Jesus. What did He dwitenple? Wow,
He listens to others, genuinely wants to know wimat think. Not forthe purpose oftripping them bjpving an argument or
embarrassing them, butto draw theminto a dialogné that's what is so fun about Washington. 3tveiat's so fun about politics.
And, uliimately, that's so much fun in being a €lain, in my opinion. It allows you to engage vptople about what are the most
important issues ofall oflife.

Ms. TipPeTT. Ironically, | think for many people outside W agdtion, the images that are most familiar are ndialégue, but of
argument and polarization that seems irrecondlable

Rev. Cizik : Absolutely.

Ms. TiPPeTT. And Ithink that there are many images of Chndtyaparticulady with Evangelical faces and vaca few — right? — a
few strident memorable faces and voices that aswtevoke dialogue.

Rev. Cizik: Oh, they don't. 'lt's my way or noway.' It's, ymow, 'Takeittheway | say it oryou're out efl.'

Ms. TIPPETT. Reverend Richard Cizik ofthe National Associatiditvangelicals.

Ms. TiPPETT. | was looking through our mail today, and here'&-anail that we received on aprogramwe did witouple of
Evangelical voices. And this is someone writing wbps, 'One knows orhopes one knows that theniares of reason within the
Evangelical Christian Church.As an individual, lemer, Idon't see it as the fault ofthe medialthistof us see Evangelical Christians
as mean-spirited, hate-filled, judgmental peoplé&ewdays ago, Iwas subjected to more than a...hssloe says she's been a librarian
for 30 years. 'A few days ago, | was subjecteddeerthan ahalfhourofbeing screamed at becausmbection contained a
biography of Damwin and the periodical Esquire. Agwotherthings, Iwas called 'spawn ofthe dewidl told that people like me
should not be allowed to live by aperson who kefihg me that hewas a Christian.” You know, ghes on and tells another story
about Evangelicals who've been harassing, as ghg®anosexuals in the community. She says, "T@d@eople like that loudly
prodaiming their Christianity can leave thousaotithe rest of us trying to figure out ways to diste ourselves from them while still
trying to live within the precepts that were taugpChrist and joining in worship with neighborsavbee themselves as Christians."

There'reso many stories like that out there inoalture right now.
Rev. Cizk: Ofcourse.
Ms. TIPPETT. So how do you respond to those stories?

Rev. Cizik: | simply say that don't look to people. Look te #uthor and finisher of our faith, Jesus. Religsdmoth the problem and
the solution. It can be a great problem, espedriliiie way people behave. I, 0f course, rejettkina of strident, narrow-minded kind
ofbigotry that leads peopleto reject the Saddcourse, | find that appalling. But lurge peosee in the person of Jesus someone
they can follow. I say that to Muslims as well.ds\just overseas with ayatollahs from a countrglwhie don't have relations with. To
those ayatollahs, I say, 'Consider not Americgithat Satan, but something else, aperson.' 8ttaitd. P eople become the ofense.

P eople —it's one thing when the gospel becomedesrse; that will happen at times because itstdare exdusive. There's one way.
But that's adiflerent story than becoming an cfeaurselves.

Ms. TiPPETT. The clainms ofthe gospel are exdusive, you'rg @ear on that, and Evangelical Christianity isaclon that. And |want
to know what challenges does that present, oatsithallenge as you live in this pluralistic fpoHl culture of Washington and, as you
say, you are now, with the National AssodatioRwéngelicals, you're a force in thewordd and yede&aling with Muslims and secular
environmentalists. And so talk to me about how yloeology interacts with that reality.
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Rev. Cizik: Well, in a post-modem society, we have to rdathyhumble and especially consider whetherwe oag & Christians to
earliernotions of power, espedially in a plur@ispdety. Eariernotions of power being thateNMve're the majority . Well, if you
look at what people really believe,you would hveay, despite the numbers, well, we are in amostem word where truth is
relative. And so, to embody the love of God todalis ¢l say, for Chiristians to be the communitytaef cross. And that requires that we
obey God's account of reality ratherthan Caeszod's account, not Caesar's. And too often, thpd ®ecomes identified with a
political agenda, and that's what people are tunfiéy/, as well, even overseas.

Ms. TIPPETT. National Association of Evangelicals Vice PrestcdRichard Cizik. This iSpeaking of Faith. After ashort break, how the
evolution of American evangelicalism might afidstpartisan orientation.

Visit our award-winning Web site, speakingoffaitly cto hear behind-the-scenes clips of my conviersaith Richard Cizik and read
his responseto the recent controversy over hileiship and agenda at the NAE. Also subscribetpadicast — an iTunes "Best of

2006" — for a free download ofthis and each waaikdgram. Our podcast now includes audio clips amew bookSpeaki ng of
Faith. I'm Krista Tippett. Stay with us. Speaking oftfraiomes to you rom American Public Media.

[Announcaments]

Ms. TiPPETT. Welcome back t&eaking of Faith, public radio's conversation about religion, megnethics, and ideas. ImKiista
Tippett. Today, "The Evolution of American Evangdism."”

We're revisiting my conversation with Reverend RidCizk, the vice president for govemmentaliefidor the National Assodation
of Evangelicals,or NAE, an umbrella group tharesents 25 percent of American voters. The memifne board ofthe NAE
resisted conservative Christian calls for Cizigsoval last month. The board adopted an evangelchhration against torture,
something Richard Cizik had championed. And the A& this year also unanimously reafirmed the Z@fl4y document that Cizik
helped to draft titled, "Forthe Health ofthe Idati An Evangelical Call to Civic Responsibility HiE details guiding areas for
Evangelical Chiistian political engagement. Theguide in this order: the protection of religiouseidom and liberty of consdence,
nurturing family life and children, protecting thanctity of human life, seeking justice and conipastrthe poor, and working to
protect the human rights and the creation. | aBkedard Cizk about this agenda.

Ms. TipPETT. It stiikes me when | look at the points of concand the priorities also on the documents on the Bite, that the moral
values that are associated with the Evangelicaemewt and our culture, it strikes me that the asfittose has had more to do with
political and cultural dynamics in this country, madhan driven by the priority that certain issuage biblically. You know, for
example, there has been much more ofan enphatie sandity oflife, on the abortion issue, whi@s been in this culture for
decades.

Rev. Cizk: Yes.

Ms. TIPPETT. You're now starting to talk more about povenryidvhas severa people have pointed out in myviles, is
ovemwhelming biblically.

Rev. Cizik: And the two are related. And here's one statistista. Here's one statistic. Cut the poverty logt&0 percent and you'll
cut the abortions by 30 percent. And there argsisabn Capitol Hill who've persuaded me it's tang, they've shown so. And so, if
you care about the sanctity of human life, thesy Isare about whether people live desperate liveésare about whether the mercury
being emitted from coal-buming power plants igdtihg pregnant women. One out of six bear childsiém birth defects. One out of
sixin America, in the greatest country, | beliendhe history of mankind, one out of six child@e bom with forms of mental
retardation and other disabilities associated widicury that comes fromair pollution? What inwweald is going on? Is that not a
sanctity oflife issue? Ofcourse it is!

Ms. TiPPETT. Well, and that goes right back to Genesis.
Rev. Cizik : Back to Genesis. And who owns this place we cait2 1 don't think it's owned by the power compsrand others.

Ms. TIPPETT. Is what you're speaking for kind ofa sea chakigd,ofa realignment or a revisioning of priostief the Evangelical
movement?

Rev. Cizik: It's a revisionismthat goes back not to akinthaihline P rotestantism that evangelicalism hasyswebelled against, but

to al7th-and 18th-century evangelicalism thage®ethe exdusivity ofthe Christian message tyet s/es, by the gospel of Christ
and His death on the cross you are saved, butraisajthout works and not without a compassioraténg for the world around us.
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And you can't simply live in theworld we live iodtay — | share this conviction with Bono —this...
Ms. TipPeTT. Did you think you'd be sharing convictions witltkastars when you took this position?

Rev. Cizik : | neverthought that would happen either. Butjigened at the Prayer Breakfast this past JarBuargo to bed at night
and say that over abillion peoplelive on $1 aahay can't go to bed themselves with a full stomeasmyou live as a Christian happily
in your suburban home, driving your SUV? No, ofiseunot, not as a Christian, not as a real Chnistiad if, by the way, you happen
tobe aliberal, consewvative or centiist, | doafe. The gospel has priority over our politicsdAat times, that means, to be biblically
consistent,you have to be politically inconsistamid you can't simply become a wholly owned subsidthe Evangelical movement,
thatis,ofthe GOP.You can't do that and befaith

Ms. TIPPETT. Are these questions being posed within the Evierajehovement?

Rev. Cizik : Well, let not the major newspapers, which | dimiftk, by the way, are simply all driven by somepediberal agenda, but
they're not easily ableto reflect the conversatioe colloquy that's going on.

Ms. TIPPETT. Right,the intemal — yes.

Rev. Cizik: The intemal discussions about who we are as @mavt, which is a big topic of conversation. Wiewee? | happen to
think that we know precisely who we are.

Ms. TipPETT. Well?

Rev. Cizik: And we are the people ofthe book who know theacidnscence still speaks, and we have to guidsiich away to be
faithful to objective standards ofword and tnRght? But the consdence still speaks, and itkspeathat is, the moral law of God —
it speaks not justto us but to others in sociEsyalso possible for those within society to uisthad wherewe're coming from, as
conservative Chistians, and respect us, even ity don't accept everything about our gospdl catiaborate with us. And to those
people, by the millions in this country, | say,&teur voice and our cry. We arent what you thirekare. And hear us for who we
really are, as humble people who love God and teesive our fellow mankind. Hear that cry, notiilosterous, arrogant televangelist
that asserts he knows everything.'

Ms. TiPPETT. National Assodciation of Evangelicals vice prestdeaverend Richard Cizik.

Evangelical Chiistians has been more supportivieevfvar in Irag than other Americans accordingais pthough that is changing.
Lastyear, | asked Richard Cizkifhewas awaiet@nal Evangelical soul-searching over moradssraised by this war.
Rev. Cizik: That's why, for example, | signed a statementahd&vangelical Christian cannot support torture.

Ms. TiPPETT. You did?

Rev. Cizik: At any time. | absolutely did. And by the way, #ssociation very cleary did not, not, take acdtamthis war. And why?
Lest millions of Muslims believe, in that part bétword, that we're engaging in some kind ofigicels war. Forthat very reason the
association did not take a stand on this war. Amtbindividual Christians have disproportionataehgre than others supported this, |
have to say and have said so publicly elsewherdhtaygre at a tipping point, and it's going sdaththe president on this war because
Evangelicals are perceiving that it's becomindigioes conflict within Iragq and our soldiers ataiak. And willingly admitting, | do
willingly admit that, while | had said at the tirhausted the president's perception ofthe thieess wrong. |was wrong to trust the
president's assessment ofthe security threak tohed States posed by weapons of mass destrubdon't mind admitting I said |
trusted it and | was wrong. Now, others were wrbog)., But there has to be some honest soul-segriaeire, you're exadly right, an
admission when we'rewrong, and | think this wgoise badly. Who wouldn't acknowledge that?

Ms. TiPPETT. And again, you know, | think what, if Evangeli€ristians describe themselves and see themsdwasral actors in
the political sphere,then people would want torseesl deliberation. And, you know, maybe that&skind of thing we can neversee
inside any movement. But | guess I'm wanting yoertiighten us on that, on that conversation. I'arihg very clearly how you think
about this, but, you know, among your colleagu&&nyou're out there in churches in the rest ottliatry?

Rev. Cizik: Oh, I'mquite confidentto say, absolutely, that tonversation is going on, that we can't simyE vangelical Christians,
assert the first thing that comes into our headsaBse that's what we see by some leaders, papbmith whatever comes offthe top
oftheirhead. Whereis the moral reflection in2iaf course, thereisn't much. So we need aocelitversion ourselves and, in so
doing, exhibit a real sign of humility. We can deeeurselves, and that idea sits uncomfortabli b se who see conscdience as the
only guide. It can be...
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Ms. TIPPETT. It doesn't sit uncomfortably with a theology thas an ideaofhuman brokenness and original sgifR mean, within
the theology is the presumption that human beinfjeave to correct their course.

Rev. Cizik : Exactly. Christian consdienceis formed; it jusésh'timmediately, upon conversion,occur. bisned by study and
reflection, and I believe study and reflectionhaftvord of God first. But Evangelicals have newgrnpuch stock in moral theology. In
other words, we jump straight rom scripture, yee,do the political prescriptions without evergiieg to spend any time in the
development of moral theology. And thatis whatlted for in these days that are so complex.

Ms. TiPPeTT. Is that kind ofa new chapterin this history thai and 1 began talking about that, foryou, ymak, what you want to
trace back to the 17th and 18th centuries? You ktiow/line that Evangelical Christians are walkirggv in this country has neverbeen
easy, between faith and political responsibilityd great theologians and ministers have wrestlgdtvat throughout Christian history.

Rev. Cizik: Yeah, that's right. Evangelicals need to re-etaltamyselfinduded — what it means to truly bfelawer of God in
this, the 21st century. We are citizens, as Augastaid, in the dty of man and the dty of Godhbone foot in each, and living it is
hard.

Ms. TiPPETT. National Association of Evangelicals vice prestdgithard Cizk. I'm Krista Tippett, and thisSpeaking of Faith from
American Public Media. Today, "The Evolution of Amean Evangelicalism" my 2006 conversation withHaid Cizik, who has
become more controversial recently within the Eefiogl movement for his outspokenness on issuds ginate change and torture.
In some tension with the U.S. policy before avsitedt G8 meeting last year, Cizik and other Evangslpassionately advocated for
the UN. Millennium Development Goals aimed at iei@iihg global poverty by 2025.

Ms. TIPPETT. | know that you have been very involved in thedsefpoverty in Africa, or else —and globallyrieeeting with
President Bush before the G-8 meeting. You knawedn, is that something that would have sumprisedag being on the agenda of
the National Association of Evangelicals a few geago or is that something that's been happeragddpain, the rest ofus just haven't
known about?

Rev. Cizik : Evangelicals have always been great advocatésliglers, taking the gospel overseas. Butto makegact, you haveto
be institutionally engaged. Most Evangelicals tltewt institutionally minded. They're willing teupport the eforts oftheirlocal
church, even willing to go overseas, not recoggiZiou see, that we have agreater obligationresidd to use the instruments of
power, when possible,on behalfofthe poor andegsed, and those you see in Africa, probably et dispossessed ofall continents.
And so, yes, Ihappen to think, and have challehemeters to do so. I had this incredible experigmeeting this summer with Gordon
Brown, the prime ministerto-bein the UK.

Ms. TIPPETT. Yes.Was that before the G-8 meeting?

Rev. Cizik: Just before the G-8 meeting in London. And h@dsdon Brown, the chancellor of the exchequerifutuee prime minister
of Britain, is, he said, the son ofa pastor. Bytray, you know who aso is, Angela Merkel fromtEasrmany.

Ms. TiPPETT. Oh, | guess | knew that,yes. OK, all right.

Rev. Cizik: | met her recently on atrip to Germany. Bothdte and daughter ofa pastorand both incredibiymitied to facing these
issues ofthe 21st century in new ways. Evangsliwle to be challenging ourleaders on thesedsibje

Ms. TIPPETT. On poverty, spedfically,is that what you meam®@ri®mic inequities?

Rev. Cizik: On poverty, spedifically. Especialy. And so I'mog, as are other Evangelical leaders, the millen development goals,
the millennium challenge accounts. In others wdalssghom much is given, much is expected.

Ms. TIPPETT. | remember hearing Jim Wallis speak at an eveéitashington, and he's an Evangelical on the léd sfthe spectrum. |
believe hewas —was hewith you in that meetirih Bordon Brown?

Rev. Cizik: Yes, yes.

Ms. TiPPETT. And that Gordon Brown talked about his personatmdment and his British govemment's commitmereraaicating
poverty, to taking that seriously. And | think tiJam Wallis said that you or someone reached athedsble and said, 'Mr. Chancellor,
ifyou take that route, we American Evangelicall be behind you'!

Rev. Cizik: Yeah,we'll supportyou.
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Ms. TIPPETT. Is that right? Did you say that?

Rev. Cizik: Yup.Absolutely, yeah, | said that to him. "Wellipport you, Mr. Brown."And I'm absolutely comreitito that. It would
be easieriftheword "love"was exclusively a ndut it's not. It's also an active verb. Love ynaghbor as yourselfis an in-your-face
concept. It's taking the love of God and applyirtg iothemwise fearful situations. And God's los@dndiscriminating. And yet we
disciminate. We disciiminate in the allocatiomaf resources. You have to love notjust your famid friends who agree with you,
but you haveto love those you don't agree withl@anel those who you don't know. Our neighbor isoaey/— on another continent.
And so that's why, among otherissues, it's inplestd separate global hunger from global warmiegahse the emission of, you
know, 7 hillion metrictons of greenhouse gasesiainis creating awarming efiect, which is promgedesertification in Africa, more
and more peoplelosing land to the desert. | kidve.king of Morocco made his plane available fowifg and | to fly out into the
desert ofthe Sahara to see what has occurredmAreland more acres by the tens of thousandssaredch year, and, in not along
period oftime, the fresh water available in sub&8an Africa is going to be gone, gone, and wgaireg to experience wars over
water. Now, this is an awful thing to imagine. 8dihg your neighbor means doing something abotit tha

Ms. TIPPETT. You do know, I'msure,that what you choose tio éout and how you choose to talk about it are-Agiou know,
they're not the Evangelical sound bites that egpuiently out there. And | choose my words carefidigause | never think that sound
bites give us the whole story about anything. Dospeak about these things in non-Evangelical mgd&often and, you know, are
you metwith skepticisn? Areyou met with surprise?

Rev. Cizik: Oh, | was — oh, yes,some have said, 'I've nevarchanybody speak the way you speak.' Aimost exession,
somebody comes up to me and my wife will afirnttiSmmetimes they're just shocked. Other timeg,theometimes they're reactive
and not always positively. lhad awonderful cosaéon for, oh, well overan hour, at Sherith Is@engregation in downtown San
Francisco just a few weeks ago with women, predamtiy, though some men,who just went after méerstibject of abortion and
contraceptives and the rest. And it was a frank esration. And yet, everyone at the end agreed, Wosvis what everybody in
America oughtto haveis a conversation like pecially with that neighborwho you know votesdither way, based upon the
bunperstickeron his car. Now that...

Ms. TiPPETT. Right.We do conducttoo much of our conversdtiobumper stickers,dont we?
Rev. Cizik: Yeah.
Ms. TIPPETT. So are you the real story? Is this the real EMera@story?

Rev. Cizik: I'mjust a reflection of what is also occurringthg thousands and tens ofthousands, I say ell@msin America. And |
say that, not on my own word, but on the basidlodrdeaders who have afirmed the same messagsagde're all on the same page
inthis sense.We're al speaking, you see, inytinat hasn't been spoken before, and we dte...

Ms. TIPPETT. You mean as Evangelical Christians who've newskespbefore?

Rev. Cizik : As Evangelicals. And not as —never spoken thiglvegore. But look, second Timothy 1:7 says, "Gaslimot given us a
spinit offear but oflove, power and asound mirehd, frankly, when it comes back to science ahgpissues, He's given us the
wherewithal to speak with a sound mind. But theslta startis with adisdplined study ofthe edetmofone's own faith and belief
system and through a study of religion — imagire¢ +h a faith that becomes easier, yes, to evethtevee humility.

Ms. TiPPeTT. Ifthis very fluid conversation is taking placedahis process of collective discernment, whiclkdhyou describing, you
know, is it possible that, as we move into othect#ns in other years, these party afiliationghiook different, that voting pattems
might reflect that? How do you think about thai el future?

Rev. Cizik : | think that anything can happen. Look, politiciologies are functionally religious, and by tlhaneant that they explain
the past, identify humanity'sills, and they seskemptive solutions. And thus, every ideology, gt or center, is shown to contain
some apprehension oftheworld as it is, but aadais errors that distort human life and leagvitably, to lawed, some would say
even tyrannical, public policies. And yet, | happerthink that good theology can drive out bad kibgp, and good theology leads to
solutions for everyone. For example, | don't thw&re going to solve the problems in Iraq with nsieliers, with more weapons. |
think the solution, for exanple,to 9/11,you kndwm,suggesting that there's going to have to fimaitacal solution in Iraq, nota
military solution. And I'm also suggesting by thesenments that the best antidote to 9/11 is goealdigy, and thus, I'mengaged in
dialogue with Muslims intemationally. | have to.be

Ms. TipPeTT. Richard Cizk is vice president for governmentiis ofthe National Assodation of Evangelicals

and editor ofits monthly publication, "Washingtasight." He has not made many public statementssponse to

recent attacks on his positions. But at the neatsile would be rebroadcasting this interview witm he sent an
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e-mail. Hewrote, "The controversy over my 'spegkint' on these issues, while at times painful gtiatess
prompted a very constructive and widespread coati@nsin our movement that is along time comingThe end
resultis that millions of Evangelicals have risemnoftheirpews to say 'amen' to abroad agehckan@ems in a
way that wouldn't have happened othemwise. Yougnammwas about the 'evolution of American Evangiéio
and this trend has taken offin away not everuldchave imagined.” Finally, Richard Cizik mentichst the
National Association of Evangelicals will co-sponan event atthe Nationa Press Club on Earthi&tey this

month, urging churches to seek status as "gredtirgs" and to devote attention to creation cackghabal
warming in Sunday schools.

We'd love to hearyourthoughts. Contact us atépgaffaith org. The conpanion site for this progreatures
more of my conversation with Richard Cizik andresponse to the recent criticism of his priorit@ar pod cast
includes an mp3 ofeach week's show, and now waddirg exdusive content beginning with audio gxsefrom
my new book eaking of Faith. Discover more at speakingoflaith org.

The senior producer @eaking of Faith is Mitch Hanley with producers Colleen Scheck dndy Abramson, and
associate producer JessicaNordell. Our onlineradifrent Gilliss. Our consulting editor is BBuzenberg. Kate
Moos is the managing produceiSpaking of Faith. And I'm Krista Tippett.

Visit speakingoffaith.org

For more information on this topic, or to sign up for a weekly e-mail newsletter or free weekly
podcasts, visit speakingoffaith.org.

Speaking of Faith® is public radio’s conversation about religion, meaning, ethics, and ideas. It is
produced and distributed by American Public Media.
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